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FIRE PROTECTION ARTICLE | SOUTH AFRICA

Fire Safety Revolution

Why sprinklers and professionally serviced portable fire equipment
are non-negotiable

A premium overview of the layered fire-safety approach every business, farm, warehouse
and community facility should understand.

THE CORE PRINCIPLE

Sprinklers control fires early. Portable equipment enables fast human
intervention. Professional servicing keeps both ready when seconds matter.

Automatic response Risk-matched equipment Servicing discipline

Heat-activated protection that starts The correct extinguisher or hose Documented inspections and

before a fire can spread. reel for the actual fire class. maintenance by competent
professionals.
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THE BURNING REALITY

Fire protection cannot be passive.

Recent South African fire incidents underline a clear operational risk: relying on delayed
response after ignition is not enough. A stronger strategy combines automatic sprinkler
systems with well-selected, professionally serviced portable fire equipment.

Layered fire protection is not only about compliance. It is about continuity,
asset protection and life safety.

Why sprinkler systems are the first line of defence

24/7 automatic response
Unlike human-dependent systems, sprinklers activate when heat reaches the design trigger point, reducing
response time before flames spread.

Water efficiency and precision
Modern systems can target the fire area directly. In-rack sprinkler protection can help protect high-value
inventory without unnecessary water spread across an entire facility.

Insurance and business continuity
Sprinkler-equipped premises are generally viewed more favourably by insurers because the systems reduce
the likelihood of catastrophic loss and long downtime.

Regulatory alignment

High-risk occupancies such as warehouses and factories may require sprinkler protection under applicable
South African building and fire-safety requirements. Systems should be specified, installed and maintained
against the relevant SANS and ASIB expectations.
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Portable fire equipment: the critical backup

Sprinklers help control the fire. Portable equipment empowers people to extinguish smaller fires
before they become major incidents - but only when equipment is correctly selected, visible,

accessible and serviced.

Matching fire classes to equipment in South Africa

Fire class Fuel source
A Wood, paper, plastics
B Petrol, oil, solvents
C Methane, LPG
Electrical Wiring, panels
F Cooking oils

Legal obligations

The Occupational Health and Safety Act requires fire-
safety measures to be maintained and managed
responsibly. Non-compliance can expose
organisations to fines, insurance disputes,
operational downtime and avoidable life-safety risk.

Strategic placement saves lives

Ideal equipment

Key standards

9L Water or 4.5kg Dry SANS 1910
Powder

Foam or CO2 extinguishers  SANS 1475-1
Dry Chemical Powder (DCP) PER/SANS 1910
CO2 (non-conductive) SANS 10105
Wet Chemical extinguishers SABS 1475

Servicing lifeline

Extinguishers expire. Seals degrade, gauges fail and
agents settle. Monthly visual checks, annual servicing
and required pressure testing keep equipment ready
for use.

* Visible - supported by compliant signage and clear identification.

* Accessible - not hidden behind stock, furniture, vehicles or locked areas.

* Scaled to risk - selected and positioned according to occupancy, floor area and fire load.
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LOCAL RISK LANDSCAPE

The South African context: where innovation meets
urgency

The right fire-protection strategy should reflect the environment, the occupancy, the stock load, the
people on-site and the practical realities of maintenance.

Agriculture Residential and community areas

Dust-heavy grain silos, workshops and processing Fire blankets and DCP extinguishers can assist early
plants benefit from risk-specific detection, sprinkler intervention where formal response times may be
and portable-equipment planning. delayed.

Logistics and warehousing Climate and water constraints

SANS-aligned sprinkler systems can reduce stock loss, Dry-pipe and smart systems may be considered
downtime and business interruption during a blaze. where weather, water availability or freezing risk

affect system design.

Compliance advantage: maintenance schedule

Equipment Inspection frequency Servicing frequency Certification required

Sprinkler systems Monthly Quarterly by SAQCC ASIB / SANS 10287
technician

Fire extinguishers Monthly Annually SANS 1475-1

Hose reels Weekly Bi-annually SANS 1910

The bottom line: protect lives, assets and futures

Sprinklers are not simply an installation cost - they are a business-continuity investment. Pairing
automatic protection with correctly serviced portable equipment creates a more complete shield
against disaster.

Take action today PREPAREDNESS DOES.

Audit existing systems with certified technicians Ignorance extinguishes nothing.

and record the findings.
082 447 1591

Upgrade high-risk zones to approved sprinkler .
info@newgfs.co.za

protection where required.

Train staff, maintain portable equipment and keep
certificates accessible.
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