
껠껡 Fire Safety RevoluƟon: Why Sprinklers & Serviced Fire Equipment Are Non-NegoƟable in South 
Africa 

The Burning Reality 

South Africa’s fire crisis is escalaƟng. From the Marshalltown inferno to Durban factory blazes and 
informal seƩlement tragedies, recent disasters prove one thing: relying on passive fire protecƟon is a 
deadly gamble. 

For businesses, farms, and communiƟes, integraƟng automaƟc sprinkler systems with professionally 
serviced portable fire equipment is no longer opƟonal—it’s essenƟal for survival. 

 

껠껡 Why Sprinkler Systems Are Your First Line of Defence 

脥� 24/7 AutomaƟc Response 
Unlike human-dependent systems, fire sprinklers acƟvate automaƟcally within seconds of heat 
detecƟon. According to Santam, they can reduce property damage by up to 70%, prevenƟng 
devastaƟng losses that oŌen put companies out of business. 

脥� Water Efficiency & Targeted Control 
Modern sprinkler systems use up to 90% less water than tradiƟonal hose intervenƟons. In-rack 
sprinklers in warehouses can isolate and target flames directly at the source—protecƟng high-value 
inventory without flooding enƟre areas. 

脥� Lower Insurance Premiums 
Many insurers, including Santam, offer significant premium discounts to businesses with sprinkler 
protecƟon—because these systems dramaƟcally reduce risk. 

脥� Legal Compliance 
South Africa’s NaƟonal Building RegulaƟons (SANS 10400-T) mandate sprinkler systems for high-risk 
occupancies like warehouses and factories. All systems must be ASIB-approved and SANS 10287-
compliant—making compliance not just smart, but compulsory. 

 

�������� Portable Fire Equipment: The CriƟcal Backup 

While sprinklers control fires, portable equipment empowers people to exƟnguish small blazes 
before they escalate. But these tools are only effecƟve when properly maintained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



꺐꺑꺏 Matching Fire Classes to Equipment in South Africa 

Fire Class Fuel Source Ideal Equipment Standard 

A Wood, paper, plasƟcs 9L Water or 4.5kg Dry Powder SANS 1910 

B Petrol, oil, solvents Foam or CO₂ exƟnguisher SANS 1475-1 

C Methane, LPG Dry Chemical Powder (DCP) PER/SANS 1910 

Electrical Wiring, panels CO₂ (non-conducƟve) SANS 10105 

F Cooking oils Wet Chemical ExƟnguisher SABS 1475 

 

 Your Legal ResponsibiliƟes 

Under the OccupaƟonal Health and Safety Act (Act 85 of 1993): 

 All portable fire equipment must undergo monthly inspecƟons 

 Annual servicing is mandatory and must be carried out by SAQCC-cerƟfied technicians 

 Non-compliance can result in fines of up to R100,000 or imprisonment 

 

껩 The Servicing Lifeline 

Fire exƟnguishers degrade over Ɵme. Seals perish, gauges become inaccurate, and exƟnguishing 
agents seƩle. That’s why SANS 1475-1 requires: 

 Monthly visual inspecƟons (check gauges, accessibility, signs of damage) 

 Annual service: discharge tests, refills, and tag updates 

 5-year hydraulic pressure tesƟng 

Proper placement is just as vital. Equipment must be: 

 Clearly visible (with SANS 1186-compliant signage) 

 Easily accessible (no obstrucƟons within 1 metre) 

 Adequate for the area’s risk (e.g., 1 exƟnguisher per 200m² in warehouses) 

 

舊舉 InnovaƟon Meets Urgency: South Africa’s Unique Fire Challenges 

High-Risk Sectors: 

 Agriculture: Dust-heavy grain silos benefit from in-rack sprinklers to prevent rapid 
combusƟon. 

 Townships: Fire blankets and DCP exƟnguishers reduce shack-fire fataliƟes. 



 LogisƟcs: SANS 10400-T compliant sprinkler systems in major warehouse hubs like 
Polokwane significantly reduce fire damage and downƟme. 

Climate Challenges: 

 In drought-prone areas, dry pipe systems prevent water waste and pipe freezing. 

 Smart sprinkler systems now integrate with weather sensors to adapt to fire-prone 
environmental condiƟons. 

 

脥� Compliance Is More Than a Checkbox—It’s a CompeƟƟve Advantage 

System InspecƟon Frequency Service Frequency CerƟficaƟon Required 

Sprinkler Systems Monthly Quarterly (SAQCC Technician) ASIB / SANS 10287 

Fire ExƟnguishers Monthly Annually SANS 1475-1 

Hose Reels Weekly Bi-annually SANS 1910 

 

것겄겅겆겇 The BoƩom Line: Protect Lives, Assets & Futures 

South Africa’s fire laws are Ɵghtening—and for good reason. Installing an automaƟc sprinkler system 
isn’t an expense—it’s an investment in your business’s conƟnuity. When combined with regularly 
serviced portable fire equipment, you build a complete fire safety shield. 

As Santam warns: 

85% of businesses without funcƟonal fire protecƟon never reopen aŌer a fire. 

 

뢂뢃뢄뢅뢆뢇 Take AcƟon Today 

脥� Audit your current systems with a SAQCC-cerƟfied technician 
脥� Upgrade to ASIB-approved sprinklers in high-risk zones 
脥� Train your staff with SANS-compliant fire safety programs 

 

껠껡 Ignorance exƟnguishes nothing. Preparedness does. 

 


